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~ From the Rabbi 

 

Dear Friends, 
The recent war in Gaza 

has been very difficult for me. 
As a Zionist, I understand that 
Israel had to do something to 
protect her citizens. As a 
peace activist, I wish there 
had been another solution. As 
a Zionist, I am proud of the 
IDF doing as much as possible 
to protect civilians. As a peace 
activist, I remind myself that 
there is no way to distinguish 
between civilians and Hamas 

militia members, a fact that 
means that the IDF will kill 
civilians without knowing. It 
does not matter that Hamas is 
acting immorally, because we 
do not measure the IDF 
according to the low 
standards of terrorists.  

One of my colleagues 
wrote this midrash on the 
story of Passover to help gain 
perspective. These are the 
words of Rabbi Jonathan D. 
Safren of Kfar-Saba, Israel. 

The cycle of violence 
between the Jews & the 
Egyptians continues with no 
end in sight in Egypt. After 
eight previous plagues that 
have destroyed the Egyptian 
infrastructure and disrupted 
the lives of ordinary Egyptian 
citizens, the Jews launched a 
new offensive this week in the 
form of the plague of 
darkness. 

Western journalists 
were particularly enraged by 
this plague. 

 
From the Rabbi                   

 ~ Cont. on page 4 
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~ Marv Zinn, Editor 
 

 
Ginni Saunders was a member and a 

teacher at Beth Sholom for many years. She has 
explored many parts of the world in her travels I 
hope you find her experiences in Saudi Arabia as 
fascinating as I did.  
 

Although many Americans have had posts 
in Riyadh, there has been no tourist travel in 
Saudi Arabia since World War II. On December 
1, 2008, the Saudis opened their port at Diba on 
the Red Sea to American tourists, and our tour, on 
December 11, was the third group allowed into 
the country. Was I nervous? Yes, particularly 
since our Egyptian tour guide could not 
accompany us, thus leaving us on our own with a 
Saudi guide, complete with kafir and robe.  

Jill and I exchanged looks as the 22 of us 
were - dare I say herded - into a small security 
center, where I placed both my jacket and my 
purse on the women’s’ separate security belt, 
only to be sharply told to carry my jacket, not to 
remove our shoes, and keep our water bottles. We 
women wore burkas, which seemed to me like 
wearing my faculty robe - no difference. 

We traveled on a rather simple bus for a 
brief time, then visited the town of Diba, perhaps 
about 20,000 people, of whom we saw very few, 
and then only men. The town was pristinely 
clean. The shops, while mostly open, were 
unoccupied. We went into the street to find a 
shopkeeper for women who wanted to buy one of 
the very beautiful scarves on display in a burka 
shop (every item in black). 

As no one had Saudi currency, we asked 
for the exchange rate. The shopkeeper had never 
sold to an American, so ran to find our tour guide, 
leaving us alone with his merchandise. We asked 
the tour guide about all the shops being without 
proprietors and were told Sharia - no one steals 
(remember, off with your hand?) The men we met 
on the street would not talk with us.  

When I spoke using some of the 300 
words in Arabic I had learned, they just looked 
down at their feet, like boys at a middle school 
dance! 

 
Continues on page 3 
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Editor – continued from page 2 
 

 
After two hours of desert travel--the 

topography equals sharp uplifted mountains, 
the mirror image of the coastal mountains of 
Egypt, both results of the ancient Red Sea Rift-
-we were taken to an agricultural center in 
which extraordinary flowers were grown using 
peat moss--right in the middle of the desert. A 
desalinization project is in the works to extend 
the already very profitable floral trade, now 
exported only to several Arab countries. 

The high point of our day was a visit--
after another hour in the desert on excellent 
roads, used only on that day, during the Hadj, 
by commercial traffic--to a Bedouin 
encampment. We were expected guests and 
food had been prepared for us; lamb and rice, 
washed down by sweet tea. Our guide had 
stopped at a KFC place (been there, along with 
the Golden Arches for years) to get food for 
those not prepared to eat our somewhat sandy 
feast, which the Bedouins ate with their hands, 
while supplying us with plastic forks-from 
KFC! After already conquering Pharaoh’s 
Revenge with CIPRO, I felt capable of 
breaking bread with the Bedouins! 

After a camel ride and a songfest with 
the Bedouins, we were off to our final 
destination, Tabouk, a town of perhaps 50,000, 
to watch the sunset along a lake. There, on a 
very Arabesque bridge, we met women and 
children out for a stroll. The women I met did 
not speak English, but could chat with me 
about family and numbers (words so very close 
to Hebrew) with great smiles, and much 
pointing back and forth to each other, in signs 
of ‘ we’re the same’.  

Later, two young men approached our 
guide asking for permission to have their 
picture taken with two of us. After the picture, 

they asked,” Obama”? We said yes with 
thumbs up, then they asked “George Bush”? 
We answered no, thumbs down. Both of them 
gleefully said, “Us too - we’re the same”! A 
bonding moment. 

Meanwhile, in an area where there had 
been no traffic at all, one car pulled up near us 
and a veiled woman snapped our picture. Her 
husband (it had to be, you know) drove off in a 
hurry. In five minutes, we had evidence of cell 
phones in Tabouk. A long string of cars pulled 
up, stopped to look and to take pictures, and 
then sped off. We were, if not celebrities, 
certainly oddities! 

Not one of us was frightened at any 
time after our initial arrival in the Port. We did 
have a police convoy around us, but that had 
happened in Egypt as well--standard security 
there. Our Saudi tour guide had regaled us with 
information especially about the role of women 
in Saudi Arabia--he himself was a graduate of 
University of Connecticut and had lived in the 
US for six years. His wife and other women in 
his town are allowed to drive children to school 
and make trips to the grocery store, but they are 
not allowed on the main highways. 

Each house, paid for in part ($30,000 
per couple) by the government, has two salons, 
one in which the women can greet brothers and 
children, as well as other women, and the other 
in which the man can greet all visitors. Women 
can earn money (in restrictive ways), and the 
money is theirs to keep, while a man must 
support each of his--up to--four wives and their 
children. 
 

Take away message; a very different 
culture, but in the heart - we are the same. 
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From the Rabbi                      
 ~ Cont. from page 1 

"It is simply impossible to report 
when you can't see an inch in front of you,” 
complained a frustrated Andrea Koppel of 
CNN. "I have heard from my reliable 
Egyptian contacts that in the midst of the 
blanket of blackness, the Jews were 
annihilating thousands of Egyptians. Their 
word is solid enough evidence for me." 

While the Jews contend that the 
plagues are justified given the harsh slavery 
imposed upon them by the Egyptians, 
Pharaoh, the Egyptian leader, rebuts this 
claim. "If only the plagues would let up, 
there would be no slavery. We just want to 
live plague-free. It is the right of every 
society." 

Saeb Erekat, an Egyptian 
spokesperson, complains that slavery is 
justifiable given the Jews' superior weaponry 
supplied to them by the superpower God. 

The Europeans are particularly 
enraged by the latest Jewish offensive. "The 
Jewish aggression must cease if there is to be 
peace in the region. The Jews should go back 
to slavery for the good of the rest of the 
world," stated an angry French President 
Jacques Chirac. Even several Jews agree. 

Adam Shapiro, a Jew, has barricaded 
himself within Pharaoh's chambers to protect 
Pharaoh from what is feared will be the next 
plague, the death of the firstborn.  

 

 
Mr. Shapiro claims that while slavery 

is not necessarily a good thing, it is the 
product of the plagues and when the plagues 
end, so will the slavery. "The Jews have gone 
too far with plagues such as locusts and 
epidemic which have virtually destroyed the 
Egyptian economy," Mr. Shapiro laments. 
"The Egyptians are really a very nice people 
and Pharaoh is kind of huggable once you 
get to know him," gushes Shapiro. 

The United States is demanding that 
Moses and Aaron, the Jewish leaders, 
continue to negotiate with Pharaoh. While 
Moses points out that Pharaoh had made 
promise after promise to free the Jewish 
people only to immediately break them and 
thereafter impose harsher and harsher 
slavery, Richard Boucher of the State 
Department assails the latest offensive. 
"Pharaoh is not in complete control of the 
taskmasters," Mr. Boucher states. "The Jews 
must return to the negotiating table and will 
accomplish nothing through these plagues." 

The latest round of violence comes in 
the face of a bold new Saudi peace overture. 
If only the Jews will give up their language, 
change their names to Egyptian names and 
cease having male children, the Arab nations 
will incline toward peace with them, Saudi 
Crown Prince Abdullah declared. 
    

Rabbi Harry A. Manhoff, PhD

 

Jews Making a Comeback 
 
Demographic experts say that the world's Jewish population numbers some 13 million, up 
from 10 million just after World War II (compared to 16.5 million before the Shoah). Jews in 
Israel number 5.5 million- 41% of world Jewry, and in the nation's 60-year existence, a 
whopping eight-fold increase over the original 650,000 inhabitants in 1948, which by global 
standards is an unprecedented national growth phenomenon.  However, Professor Sergio 
DellaPergola of Hebrew University says that the worldwide replenishment of the number of 
Jews lost in the Holocaust has been an unusually slow process. 
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The Temple Will Remember You 
Remember the Temple in Your Will 
 
The future of our synagogue depends upon you. You can assure Temple Beth 
Sholom's future by adding a codicil naming our congregation in your will or trust. If 
you need an attorney to help you, we will provide you with the name of a temple 
member who will assist you free or with a minimal fee (depending on the complexity).  
 
Do you have a small life insurance policy that you subscribed to in your youth? While 
$15, 20 or 25K may not be a major boon to your heirs, naming the synagogue on your 
policy could make a significant difference to our operating budget. Of course, if you 
can provide any amount for the remodeling capital campaign, large or small that 
will also be a tremendous help. 
 
For more ways to provide for the future of our temple, please call the synagogue 
office. Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
Important New Adult Education Opportunity 
Talmudic Business Ethics 
  
Rabbi Manhoff will offer two critically important mini-courses on 
Talmudic Business Ethics. In our current economic malaise, it is 
vitally necessary to keep our Jewish ethics and values in mind and 
practice.   
  
Talmud for Everyday Living: Employer-employee Relations will 
meet for brunch at 11:00am on Sundays, March 29 and April 5.  
After brunch at around noon, the seminar and discussion will be 
lead by the rabbi. 
  
Talmud for Everyday Living: Insights into Buying and Selling will meet for brunch 
at 11:00am on Sundays, May 3, 10 and 17. After brunch at around noon, the 
seminar and discussion will be lead by the rabbi. 
  
Rabbi Manhoff is requesting a small donation to cover the cost of the brunch ($3 - 
$5 would be great). Please RSVP to the synagogue office so that we know how many 
eggs to scramble and bagels to shmear. Call 357-8505. Thanks! 
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Do you enjoy cooking? 
 

Would you like to take on cooking for one of our first Friday night Shabbat dinners? There’s no 
need to be intimidated! If you need assistance, it’s always available! It is fun, challenging, and a 
great way to get to know more of your congregation! Menu is up to you and it can be as simple or 
complex as you like! 

Please call the office, 510-357-8505 if interested.
 
 

 
 

Sign up for eScrip to benefit our Temple today! 
 

• You register any one or all of your existing grocery loyalty, debit, and 
credit cards for use in the program. 

• Participating merchants will make contributions to your chosen group, 
based on purchases made by you, just by using the cards you have 
registered. 

• Your purchases are tracked and available to you online, allowing you to see just how much 
you are earning on behalf of our synagogue! 

 
To register, go to https://secure.escrip.com/jsp/supporter/registration/step1.jsp 

In the “Search for your group” section, select the “Group Name” button and in the “Search” 
dialogue box, type in Temple Beth Sholom.  Then click on the “Search” button. The Group ID 
number for Temple Beth Sholom is 137105326. There are many Temple Beth Sholom listings. 
 
Please be sure to select us at 642 Dolores Ave, San Leandro. 
 
 
 
DEAR KOL: Why does a woman, kindling the Sabbath-eve candles, cover her eyes?  Also, what determines the 
number of candles that she lights? - JUST CURIOUS 
 
DEAR JUST CURIOUS: A good question. The Torah forbids lighting a fire on Shabbat. The rabbis require us to 
say a blessing before doing any mitzvah like lighting the Shabbat candles. Once the Shabbat blessing has been 
recited Shabbat has begun and therefore we are forbidden to light the candles. The legal fiction of covering our 
eyes allows us to recite the blessing before we see the fire which we would have been forbidden to light. As far 
as the number of candles, it depends on the household.  In some homes, a candle is lit for each member of the 
family; however, two candles are the minimum required by tradition corresponding to the two versions of the 
Shabbat law in the Ten Commandments. 
 
DEAR KOL: How about driving to the synagogue on the Sabbath? Should I feel 
guilty? - CONSCIENCE   
 
DEAR CON, It depends. If you are Orthodox, definitely, yes. Conservative, no, but 
only to and from the synagogue.  Reform are not affected by the riding ban. 
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Saturday, March 7th, 7pm 
Wheel-of-Fortune style Purim Shpiel.  
 
 

Sunday, March 8th, 11am 
Purim Carnival  

 
 
Monday, March 9th, 7pm 
Purim Megillah Reading with Mark Novak 

 & Renée Brachfeld of 
      Jewishstorytelling.com 
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East Bay Jewish Forum (MID) 
Returns to Temple Beth Sholom!! 
  
 

 
For all of you who missed the Fall session of the East Bay Jewish Forum lecture series 
(formerly MID), rejoice!  The Spring series comes back to our temple beginning on March 12 
in the Little Shul.  Here is the lineup for March: 
  
 
March 12 Matt Gabe, AIPAC   "What is a Nice Jewish Boy Doing in Iraq?" 
  
March 19 Dr. Noel Kaplowitz, UC Davis "Israel: Gaza, the Elections & the Future of  
           Peace in the Middle East" 
  
March 26 Dr. Steven West   “Cultures of the Middle East” part—Part 1 
  
On April 30, a certain Rabbi whose initials are "HM" will be speaking.  You certainly don't 
want to miss this one! 
  
Mark your calendars and join us for an eight-lecture series.  
  
If you are on the East Bay Federation mailing list, you'll be receiving the flyer soon. 
 
Questions? Call or email me. 
Eleanor Tandowsky 
Tandowsky--etandowsky@att.net 
Tel: (925) 846-9121 
 
 
 
Burning Bush Sale 
 
Hurry! Hurry!   
 
Buy your leaf now! The Temple’s Tree of Life before the price goes up.. 
 
Current price is $150. 
 
Beginning January 1, 2010 the price will be increased to $180. 
 
Honor your loved ones and do a mitzvah for Temple Beth Sholom. 
 
Contact the Temple Office. 
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for the 
BETH SHOLOM  

Preschool Remodel Project 
Commencing  JUNE 2009 and JUNE 2010 

 

 

Vocolot Concert! 
 

 First Committee Meeting         
Monday, March 2nd @ 6:30pm in Zucker Hall 

 
                                       

We need:   YOUR IDEAS    
We need:   YOUR HANDS 
We need:   YOUR MORAL SUPPORT   

 
 

No contribution is too small – 
No gesture is insignificant 

You have something to contribute. 
                A great team will make all the difference in our success! 
 
 

CALL     EMAIL 
 
Phyllis Pasternak – 510.612.2917  phyllispasternak@comcast.net 
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 Yiddish Proverbs 
 

 Lost years are worse than lost dollars. 
 From a doctor and from a bathhouse attendant, there are no secrets.   
 The richest in inheritance might become a burden. 
 Truth is the safest lie. 
 Things may get worse before they get better.  
 A righteous man who knows he is righteous is not righteous. 

 
 

 

No Sign-Ups? NO ACTIVITIES! 
  

How much food should we buy? How 
much should we cook? How many seats should 
we set up? How many craft projects should we 
prepare to make. How many objects of art 
should we select? Who is coming? Should we 
invite a speaker or teacher? How many people 
are coming? 

It is considerate and necessary for 
people who want to attend an event to sign 
up for that event in advance so those of us 
who are preparing can plan for success. 
RSVP shows consideration. We need you to let 
us know if you are planning to attend any 

event so we can best prepare for these 
activities. Help us plan better for you. Give us a 
call.  

Please be gracious. It is a mitzvah to let 
us know how to best prepare for any event we 
are planning. If you would just call now to let 
me know you read this article and will RSVP 
from now on I will be so grateful and I will 
provide you each with a gift from the Judaica 
shop to reward you.  

Your Sisterhood President and Gift Shop 
Manager, Sondra Schwartz at 510 336 0857. 
Dolores 510 357 8505. RSVP 

 
 

T’know History 
 
1. The first public monument to the six million Holocaust victims in North America was 
dedicated in 1964 in which city? 
a)  Philadelphia;  b) New York;  c)  Toronto;  d)  Miami Beach 
 
2. The first museum memorializing those killed in the Holocaust was built in which country? 
a) Israel;  b)  Russia;  c)  the United States;  d)  France 
 
3. The first printing press in Palestine was established in which city in the 16th century? 
a)  Jerusalem;  b) Safed;  c)  Beersheba;  d)  Lydda.  
       
4. Which country borders Israel on the northeast? 
a) Lebanon; b)  Jordan;  c)  Syria;  d) Egypt? 
 
5. Which modern country was the Babylonia of Biblical and Talmudic times? 
a) Iran;  b)  Iraq;  c)  Syria;  d)  Saudi Arabia. 
 
Answers To T’know History 

1A, 2D  3B, 4C, 5B
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 Temple Beth Sholom Board Meeting, 2/11/09 minutes 
 

1. Revised Board Meeting schedule: 3/4/09, 4/1/09, 5/13/09, 6/3/09, 7/8/09, 8/12/09. 
2. Board membership - We are looking for prospective board members. If you are interested, call Heidi. 
3. We discussed Temple insurance and ways to pay for it. 
4. Film Festival movies very funny. Not attended as well as expected probably due to weather. Next year we might have a different 

format to accommodate more members. 
5. One of the Preschool teachers would like to buy an upright piano from us. The Board unanimously agreed that this is OK. The 

Rabbi will contact the teacher. 
6. Alcoholics Anonymous will meet at the Temple on 2/14 and 3/14. If the Church’s remodel is incomplete, they may also meet on 

4/11/09. They will set up and tear down tables and chairs they use. 
• We haven’t had word from Overeaters Anonymous about their meeting request. 
• The Alameda County Coalition for Alternatives to the Death Penalty will host a planning meeting at Temple on 4/19/09. 

7. Preschool Remodel project underway again. Kat Wellman is chair of the Building Committee and Phyllis Pasternak is chair of the 
Fundraising Committee and will be our principal Fundraiser. Several events are being planned, including a Vocolot concert, a 
garage sale, and a carnival. Funds will also be raised through personal solicitation. 

8. Purim events 
(a) Saturday, 3/7/09 at 7:00pm Wheel of Fortune Purim Spiel 
(b) Sunday, 3/8/09 at 11:00am carnival and parade. Heidi will be asking Shir Ami if they want to do it with us. Might take place in 

Castro Valley. 
(c) Monday, 3/9/09 at 7:00 pm Megillah Reading at TBS 

9. Someone donated a beautiful date palm to TBS. The gardeners are going to remove the scraggly bushes in the corner of the 
Temple within the “patio”, plant the date palm and some colorful flowers. 

10. Upcoming events 
2/21/09 at 6:30 pm in Zucker Hall - Talent Show 
2/2709 at 11:00 am in Zucker Hall - Remodel Committee meeting 
3/2/09 at 6:30 pm in Zucker Hall - Vocolot Committee meeting 
3/4/09 at 7:15 pm in the Little Shul - TBS Board meeting 
3/27/09 at 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary - Zimriyah 

11. San Leandro Police Department SWAT drill was a success. Vicki Hudson was an observer.  
12. Rita and Sophie are going to form a publicity committee. Other volunteers will be sought. We’ll also get a team together to put flyers 

around the neighborhood. 
13. Everyone is encouraged to seek out the 17 Jewish Preschool families and make them feel welcome. Heidi will arrange for them to 

receive a paper copy of the KOL. 
14. The Board agreed to change the price of a leaf on the Tree of Life to $180 effective January 1, 2010.  
15. The Facilities Use form was approved with the changes requested. It is now posted on the members-only section of our website. 
16. We need a volunteer coordinator (call people to help with specific tasks). It will be the responsibility of committee chairpersons to 

give the volunteer coordinator detailed lists of tasks for their event. 
17. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Approved as submitted. 
Vicki suggested we donate a copy of the cookbook to the San Leandro Library and the Castro Valley Library. It will be done. 

18. RABBI’S REPORT 
• Donations received: TV for adult education; $2700 received for computers; computer tower; computer monitor. 
• May or may not be able to conduct service at Baywood a week from Friday. The facility is closed due to a far-reaching virus. 
• Need to upgrade Temple Tracker to Windows compatible. The upgrade will cost $1200. 
• Rabbi away this weekend and Cantor filling in for him. 
• Torah School classes going well. 
• East Bay Forum back at TBS in March. Future is uncertain due to Federation cut backs. 
• Rabbi will start a 4-week session on Talmudic business ethics. Start date not set yet.  

19. CANTOR’S REPORT - Away weekend of Zimriyah. 
20. SISTERHOOD REPORT - none 
21. MAINTENANCE REPORT – new faucets installed in women’s bathroom. 
22. FARGO CENTER REPORT - none 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted  
Rita Cohen, Secretary 
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“The Yiddisha Pocahontas.” 
 
Once there were three Indians - the mother, 
Pocayenta, the father Geronowitz, and the 
daughter, Minnie Horowitz. One day Minnie 
Horowitz comes home and says, Mama, I want 
to get married.” 

“Married, it’s high time. You are already an old 
maid, sixteen years old. Who is the young 
man?” 

“Oh mama, did I find a boy. Very handsome.” 

 “What is his name?” 

”Sitting Bulvon.” 

“What kind of yichus, background, does he 
have?”  

“His father is Mehsugener Horse, the whole 
boss of the Blackfoot Tribe.” 

“Oy, will we have a wedding! All the 
Blackfoots, the Shmohawks, and the whole 
family. Oy, oy, oy, we have a problem.” 

“What’s the matter?” 

“The teepee isn’t big enough for all the guests 
of the wedding. Geronimo Geronowitz, get up 
off your tuchas and go bring for me a buffalo.” 

“Why do you want a buffalo?” 

“With the meat of the buffalo, I can make a 
brisket, a good steamed buffalo tsmis, and 
from the fur, I can make the teepee bigger, 
and then we will be able to invite the whole 
world to the wedding.” 

Geronowitz goes away. One day. Two days. No 
Geronowitz. A week later, Geronowitz comes 
home with nothing in his hands. 

“Schlemiel, where is my buffalo?” asks 
Pocayenta. 

“First day I saw a buffalo. Not big enough for a 
teepee, not good enough for tsimis. Second 
day, I saw another buffalo-good enough, big 
enough, but with a spoiled pelt. Such an ugly 
buffalo have I never seen before. A few more 
days I saw another buffalo- big enough, good 
enough- a perfect buffalo!” 

“So, nu?” 

“I went to slaughter the buffalo. I looked in my 
bag and goyisha kup; I brought with me only 
my milchig tomahawk.” 

 
 

Temple Beth Sholom, 7th Annual Film Festival 
Underwriters and Benefactors 

 
Underwriters Benefactors 
Ursula & Irving Batz Debbie Aitkin 
Michael & Anne Becker Eli & Shoshana Benaroya 
Kathy Krohn  Rita Cohen 
Stan Osofsky & Sergio Quintor Ellen & Murray Gould 
Eleanor Tandowsky Sophie Miron & Jawxillion Loeb 
Ilene Weinreb & Sam Mesnick Gary & Lydia Osias 
 Gordon Osser 
 Erlda Parker 
 Jackie Reichenberg 
 Charlotte & Arthur Seideman 
 Harley & Armida Schultz 
 Roz Weiss 
 Sagiv & Debra Weiss-Ishai 
 Bernice & William West 

                  Thank you! 
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Torah Fund Pin 
The Women’s League for Conservative Judaism has a Torah Fund Pin that 

honors women as cantors. The pin is very beautiful, and has a woman carrying a 
staff of music.  

The purpose of the sale is to contribute to the making of Torah scrolls, and 
scholarships for Rabbinical students at the American Jewish University, Ziegler 
School of Rabbinical Studies.   

The pin’s full cost is $180. 

                Do you need any Judaica supplies?  Sabbath candlesticks? Havdalah set? Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah gifts? Seder plates? Gift-wrap paper? Yahrzeit candles?  Children’s gifts? 

We can even special order! 

The gift shop will be open on Sundays, from 9:30am to 2:00pm, and Tuesday 
afternoons from 4:00pm to 6:00pm. 

 

Join Rabbi Manhoff’s classes! 

 
All classes are taught in the Little Shul, unless otherwise noted. 
 
Tuesdays – 9:00am: Maimonides’ Guide to the Perplexed 
 
Wednesdays – 1:30pm: Talmud: Baba Metzia (Civil Law and the responsibilities of guardianship) 
 
Thursdays – 12:30pm: Lunch & Learn, Mysticism in Western Religions: Judaism 
 
Shabbat morning (Saturdays) – 9:00am: Torah Study (the parasha, portion for the week) 
   

We are fortunate to have such a scholar and fine teacher for a Rabbi. 

There is always room for another chair at the table. 

 

Join his classes! 
See you there! 

  
 
 

Did you know that… 
 
… in 2008 and 2009, taxpayers age 70½ and older can give away up to $100,000 
a year from their IRA's directly to charities, TAX FREE?!?! 
 
Please consult your financial advisor. Of course any gift would be greatly 
appreciated. For further information please call our synagogue administrator, 
Dolores Evans, 357-8505. 
  
Thanks, 
Rabbi 
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Hagba'at Ruach Exercise Classes  
 

 
Hag B'At Ruach (Qi Gong) exercise class is worth joining.  
 
Our new meeting time is 10:00am., Sunday mornings in the Little Shul.  
 
We warm up together, we do brief self-acupressure for a few minutes, and we 
meditate for 3-5 minutes. Then we do our practice of 64 movements. 
 
We work together in community towards health and youth and well being, 
including faster healing from stress and illness, and we always seem to feel 
better after our 90-minute class. We adapt our movements for those, who have need.  
 
Don't be shy! Qi Gung helps all of us to improve our health. 
 
Join us! Contact Sondra Schwartz if you have any questions. 

 
There is no need to register, just show up! 

 
 

More Yiddish Proverbs 

 

 An ounce of luck is worth more than a 
pound of gold. 

 It is easier to find faults in others 
than virtue in oneself. 

 From afar you fool others; nearby, 
only yourself. 

 In the mirror, everybody sees his 
best friend.   

 Poverty is no disgrace, but also no 
great honor. 

 Don't rub your belly when the fish is 
still in the water.   

 Dignified silence is better than 
dignified speech.  

 
 
 
2009 Temple Beth Sholom Congregational Directory 
  
Good news! We are working on a 2009 edition of our directory with 
distribution slated for the end of May.  
 
If you have any suggestions on what to include in the Directory (besides 
the items we have used in the past), please tell Rita Cohen at 
rc3429@aol.com or by telephone at 510.523.5180.   

Thank you. 
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 Purim Puzzle 
 
1. True or false:  All Jews celebrate Purim 
on the same day. 
 
2. In what chapter of the megillah is 
Haman’s name first mentioned? 
a)  the first;  b)  the second;  c)  the third;  
d) the fourth. 
 
3. King Ahasuerus’ minister, Memucan, 
advised him to get rid of ------------- 
a)  Queen Vashti;  b)  Haman;  c)  Queen 
Esther;  d)  the  palace wine. 
 
4. Haman was a descendant of which Biblical 
villain? 
a)  Pharoah;  b)  King Agag;  c)  Balak;  
d) Chederlaomer of Elam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. According to tradition, what happened to 
Haman’s grandchildren after he and his 10 
sons were hanged? 
a)  they were hanged as well;  b)  they fled 
from Sushan;  c) they went blind;  d) they 
were converted to Judaism. 
 
6. The Talmudic tractate that is devoted to 
Purim is called------ 
a) Megillah;  b;  Grager;  c)  Hamantasch;  
d)  Adloyada. 
 
7. The word “hamantachen” comes from 
which language? 
a)  Hebrew;  b)  Aramaic;  c)  Yiddish;   
d)  Arabic. 
 
8.  Why is it customary to eat a dish made 
out of chickpeas on Purim? 
 
9.   According to the Talmud, which Rabbi, 
upon finding himself on Purim in a small town 
that didn’t have a megillah, wrote the whole 
text from memory? 
a)  Rabbi Akiva;  b)  Rabbi Hillel;  c)  Rabbi 
Meir;  Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi. 

  
 
 
The Purim story is believed to have taken place in the fifth century B.C.E. in the 

reign of Ahasuerus, also known as Xerxes. 
The casting of lots decided that the Jews in the empire were to be attacked 

and killed en masse on the thirteenth day of Adar, but because of the king's last 
minute decision against Haman's plan, the Jews were allowed to obtain arms and 
defend themselves- resulting in a rout and total defeat of Haman's forces. 

Answers To Purim Puzzle 
1. False.  Tel Aviv’s Purim is on the 14th; Jerusalem’s Purim is on the 15th. 
2C, 3A, 4B, 5D, 6A, 7C, 8. According to tradition, Esther ate only beans and peas while she lived in the 
palace with Ahasuerus so as not to violate the kashrut laws.  9C Rabbi Meir was a disciple of Akiba. 


